
Activity One: 

Read  

The Tragedy of Macbeth, Act I 
William Shakespeare Pupil’s Edition page 300 

Comprehension/Writing  

On the line provided, write the letter of the best answer to each of the following items. 
____ 1. The witch’s tale of the sailor indicates that the weird sisters are 
a. comical 
b. malicious 
c. mischievous 
d. generous 

____ 2. King Duncan decides to make Macbeth Thane of Cawdor because 
a. the last Thane of Cawdor went mad 
b. Macbeth fought heroically for him 
c. the witches told him to 
d. the last Thane of Cawdor died 

____ 3. When Macbeth receives his new title, Banquo reacts with 
a. joy 
b. indifference 
c. concern 
d. jealousy 

____ 4. After reading the letter from her husband, Lady Macbeth calls upon the spirits to “Make 
thick my blood, / Stop up th’ access and passage to remorse.” She is asking 
a. for guidance so that she can maintain her sense of justice and goodness 
b. to be made insensitive to the cruelty she is planning 
c. for assurance that she and her husband might agree on a plan 
d. for access to her husband’s unspoken thoughts 

____ 5. Which of the following quotations from Act I is the best example of paradox? 
a. “I’ll drain him dry as hay. . . .” 
b. “Lesser than Macbeth, and greater.” 
c. “O, never / Shall sun that morrow see!” 
d. “Was the hope drunk / Wherein you dressed yourself?” 

____ 6. Near the end of Act I, Macbeth expresses doubt about murdering the king because 
a. Macbeth is the king’s subject and host 
b. it could weaken all of Scotland 



c. the king’s sons would kill him 
d. Lady Macbeth has misgivings 

____ 7. The play’s first act includes all of the following events except 
a. an invasion 
b. an order of execution 
c. a coldblooded murder 
d. some treacherous plotting 

Reading Skills and Strategies: Blank Verse (20 points; 10 points each) 
On the line provided, write the letter of the best answer to each of the following items. 
____ 8. The majority of Macbeth is written in blank verse, which is 
a. unrhymed anapestic heptameter 
b. rhymed trochaic dimeter 
c. unrhymed iambic pentameter 
d. unrhymed dactylic tetrameter 

____ 9. Why is blank verse particularly effective for drama? 
a. Its rhymes help to emphasize dramatic emotions. 
b. It closely approximates the natural rhythms of English speech. 
c. Its irregular structure is suitable for lyrical monologues. 
d. Its formality makes characters’ speeches easier to understand. 

Literary Element: Tragedy (20 points; 10 points each) 
On the line provided, write the letter of the best answer to each of the following items. 
____ 10. What is Macbeth’s tragic flaw? 
a. his lust for power 
b. his lack of political skills 
c. his fondness for Macduff 
d. his military expertise 

____ 11. All of the following are elements of a tragedy except 
a. a central character who makes mistakes 
b. a catastrophe near the end or conclusion 
c. frequent messages from the gods 
d. a central character who is often high-ranking 

Cast of Characters (10 points; 2 points each) 
Match each action described in the left-hand column to a character in the right-hand column. 
Write the letter of the character on the line provided. 
____ 12. praises Macbeth and expresses a desire to visit Inverness a. Macbeth 
____ 13. worries about the consequences of his actions b. Lady Macbeth 



____ 14. doubts Macbeth’s determination to kill the King c. the King 
____ 15. accompanies Macbeth in his encounter with the Witches d. the Captain 
____ 16. tells the King about Macbeth’s and Banquo’s bravery in battle e. Banquo 

Written Response (15 points) 
17. After a period of indecision, Macbeth confirms his intent to carry out the murder of Duncan. 
On a separate sheet of paper, write a paragraph describing his thoughts as he makes his decision. 
What are the reasons for his hesitation? How does he rationalize his choice? Use at least 
two examples from the play to support your ideas. 



The Tragedy of Macbeth, Act II 
William Shakespeare Pupil’s Edition page 319 
Comprehension (70 points; 10 points each) 

On the line provided, write the letter of the best answer to each of the following items. 
____ 1. The dagger that Macbeth sees in his Scene 1 soliloquy 
a. was given to him by his wife 
b. is part of a hallucination 
c. has already been used to kill Duncan 
d. is lost in the confusion 

____ 2. When Macbeth talks agitatedly about the murders, Lady Macbeth urges him to 
a. run away immediately 
b. kill the witnesses 
c. try not to dwell on it 
d. pray for his salvation 

____ 3. The porter’s cursing is ironic because 
a. he invokes the devil without knowing about the crime 
b. he conveys that nothing is amiss 
c. he takes so long to answer the door that Macbeth escapes unnoticed 
d. Macbeth does not expect the royal visitors 

____ 4. When Lennox and Macduff arrive at Macbeth’s castle in the morning, Macduff 
wonders if 
a. something is terribly wrong 
b. the porter has stayed up late and slept in 
c. the porter is keeping something from them 
d. Macbeth is lying to them 

____ 5. As soon as the murder becomes known, Malcolm and Donalbain flee Scotland 
because they 
a. have lost their inheritance 
b. are guilty of the murder 
c. believe the country will probably become unstable 
d. fear for their lives 

____ 6. Banquo wants to meet with the other nobles in order to 



a. discover the purpose of the murder 
b. ensure that Macbeth will become king 
c. protect his son from the murderer 
d. talk to Macbeth about the witches 
____ 7. The natural disturbances that continue all night—including the screaming and murderous 
owl, chimneys being blown down, and Duncan’s horses turning wild—symbolize 
a. the inevitable chaos of a terrible storm 
b. a coming war with a neighboring country 
c. the evil of Macbeth’s deeds 
d. the imminent flight of the king’s sons 

Cast of Characters (10 points; 2 points each) 
Several characters in Act II have fears. Match each fear described in the left-hand column to a 
character 
in the right-hand column. Write the letter of the character on the line provided. 

____ 8. is fearful of divine punishment because he cannot say “amen” a. Lady Macbeth 
____ 9. is frightened that the bloody daggers will reveal who killed b. Donalbain 
the King 
____ 10. is afraid of “daggers in men’s smiles” and of being killed c. Banquo 
____ 11. is alarmed about the dreams he might have if he sleeps d. Macbeth 
____ 12. is terrified by “strange screams of death” and other e. Lennox 
disturbances heard in the night 

Written Response (20 points; 10 points each) 
13. Choose one of the following quotations from Act II. On the lines provided, name the speaker 
and discuss how the quotation reveals the speaker’s character. Use at least one example from 
the selection to support your ideas. 
a. “These deeds must not be thought / After these ways; so, it will make us mad.” 
b. “Hear [the bell] . . . not, Duncan, for it is a knell / That summons thee to heaven, or 
to hell.” 
c. “Why, worthy thane, / You do unbend your noble strength, to think / So brainsickly 
of things.” 
d. “O horror, horror, horror! Tongue nor heart / Cannot conceive nor name thee.” 

_ _ _ _ _ _ 14. On a separate sheet of paper, write a paragraph describing the mood of Act II. 
Explain why 
this mood is appropriate, and discuss why it will likely prevail in the rest of the play. Use at 
least two examples from Act II to support your ideas. 


